


Vol. 46—No. 42 7 


December 24, 1955 


bey 3 

3 = Bt 
4 au - 

%.. & 


¥% 
? 











Lovely 


Christmas 


Customs 





CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


The sending of Christmas cards seems to have origi- 
nated in England about the middle of the last century 
Queen Anne commissioned famed artists to decora 
their missives of Holiday greetings. One of the first 
Christmas greetings, as we know them, was prepared 
for Queen Victoria by Dobson, one of the Queen’s favor- 
ite printers. 


BAYBERRY CANDLES 


The burning of bayberry candles in the window to 
guide the wayfarers originated in North America during 
the colonial days. However, the burning of candles in 
windows during the Holiday season has been popular for 
centuries. Today, many of the candles are electric light— 
but the association of thought is the same. 


GIFT GIVING 


The first Christmas gifts were those brought by the 
Wise Men to the newborn Infant at Bethlehem. The 
symbolical exchange of gifts at Christmas time, the 
world over, reflects the spirit of the gift-bearing Wise 


Men. 


HOLLY WREATHS 


Most popular of Christmas decorations is the ever- 
green wreath—symbolic of the crown of thorms which 
was pressed on the brow of Christ at the Crucifixion. 


OUTDOOR DECORATIONS 


This beautiful custom is strictly American. Many 
communities are transformed into a spectacular Christ- 
mas fairyland of lighting effects, portraying the spirit 
of Christmas. 


Many lovely customs are observed at Christmas time 
in different countries. One of the prettiest of these cus- 
toms is thus described for us by a traveler in Sweden: 

“One wintery afternoon at Christmastide I had been 
skating on a pretty lake three miles from Gothenburg. 
On my way home, I noticed that at every farmer’s house 
there was erected, in the middle of the dooryard, a pole 
to the top of which was bound a large, full sheaf of 
grain. 

“ ‘Why is this?’ I asked my companion. 

“‘Oh, that’s for the birds,’ he answered; ‘for the little 
wild birds. They must have a merry Christmas, too, 
you know.’ 

“Yes, so it is; not a peasant in Sweden will sit down 
with his children to a Christmas dinner, indoors, ti 
he has first raised aloft a Christmas dinner for th 
little birds that live in the cold and snow without.” 
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To supply your every need according to His riches’ glory. 


Unto you the Son of Man has been given ; 
Who has been tempted in all points as you, 
Who knows your every care, 


Who can be touched by the feeling of your infirmities. 


Unto you a Great Physician has been given 

To heal the brokenhearted, 

To open the blinded eyes, 

To conquer all the diseases of the human race. 


Unto you a Counselor has been given 

Who will lift the burdens that oppress you, 

Who will cast out all of your fears, 

Who will instill, in your entire being, perfect love. 


Unto you a Prince of Peace has been given 
To quiet the boisterous waves, 

To calm your troubled seas, 

To give you peace of mind, body, and soul. 


Unto you an Everlasting Father has been given— 
The Promised Messiah— 

The coming of Immanuel, 

The Alpha and Omega. 


Won’t you bow before this Unspeakable Gift, O, man? 
Yes, you, O man whom God is mindful of; 

Won’t you fall at His feet as a dead man? 

And then He will lay His right hand upon you. 
Then you can arise, a new creature in Him. 


“And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 


And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me. 


Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive forevermore, Amen.” 
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Unto you the Son of Man has been given 
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Who knows your every care, 
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Unto you a Great Physician has been given 
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To quiet the boisterous waves, 

To calm your troubled seas, 
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Unto you an Everlasting Father has been given— 
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The coming of Immanuel, 

The Alpha and Omega. 


Won’t you bow before this Unspeakable Gift, O, man? 
Yes, you, O man whom God is mindful of; 

Won’t you fall at His feet as a dead man? 

And then He will lay His right hand upon you. 
Then you can arise, a new creature in Him. 


“And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 


And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me. 


Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive forevermore, Amen.” 
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» The 


S weetest 
Story 


By Mrs. F. W. Goff 
Mount Vernon, Illinois 


been tiring but at last they were in Bethlehem. 

How she loved this place, the home of her ances- 
tors. Its very name was a joyous promise of bread and 
fruit. The old word Ephratah meant place of fruit, the 
newer word Bethlehem meant house of bread. What mem- 
ories flooded her soul as she looked over the black hills 
terraced with vineyards. 

There was a mist in Mary’s eyes and her heart throbbed 
with mingled feelings as she thought of the beautiful and 
intriguing stories so dear to the heart of an Israelite. 
*Twas here that Jacob’s beloved Rachel had died. Here the 
gentle Moabitess gleaned in the fields of Boaz. From this 
city had come David, the greatest of Israel’s Kings. And in 
these fields, as a lad, he had kept his father’s sheep, had 
learned to sling his stones. Here he had been trained for 
the great task that confronted him. David had been a 
great king, but how Israel longed for her Eternal King. 
Mary remembered well the prophecy of Micah, “But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting.” 

It was not a temporal ruler that Israel was yearning for 
but an everlasting ruler and was not this the theme of 
the angel’s visit? I was as clear in her mind as if it had 
been only yesterday. There had been a heavenly visitor 
and his message had filled her with awe, “Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 
thou among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 
of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, 
Fear not Mary; for thou hast found favor with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his fa- 
ther, David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

There had been a wonderful calmness in Mary’s heart 
and with perfect trust she only asked, “How?” And the 
angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called Son of God ... And Mary 
said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word.” 

There had been a strange mixture of joy and wonder 

her heart and she had hastened into the hill country 
to share the news with Elizabeth, her cousin. What a 


Wy WAS WEARY. The journey from Galilee had 


December 24, 1955 





meeting that had been. Such a welcome Elizabeth had 
given her, and what a time of fellowship as, together, 
they shared in the prospects of motherhood. Then, on her 
return in Galilee there had been a time of perplexity. 
Truly, Joseph loved her dearly, but he was uncertain con- 
cerning these things and was minded to put her away 
secretly until an angel appeared in a dream. All doubts 
were removed, all fears taken away, and he was enabled 
once again to trust in the love of his betrothed. 


How GENTLE HE had been during the 
months of waiting, how tender and kind. Her time was 
drawing near when there came a decree from the em- 
peror, Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed; or, more accurately, that there should be a regis- 
tration with a view to the assessment of a tax. In Ju- 
dea the registration was to be carried out according to 
the Jewish customs. So it was necessary that Joseph, be- 
ing of the house and lineage of David, go to the city of 
David which is called Bethlehem. Not willing that Mary be 
left alone, they had come together, and Joseph now had 
gone to secure a place of shelter for them. 

Soon Mary heard footsteps—but what is this—there is 
an anxious look in Joseph’s eyes—“No room, you say—the 
inn is crowded—no room—only a cave.” And so it was, my 
children, in a stable among the cattle that Mary brought 
forth her first-born son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes and laid Him in a manger. 

And ’twas there that the shepherds found them. They 
had been watching their sheep on the grassy slopes near 
Bethlehem, when suddenly there shone round about them 
a dazzling light of intolerable brightness, and they had 
been filled with terror. And, lo, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto them and said, “Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lying in a manger.” Suddenly there was a 
multitude of the heavenly host; strains of sweetest music 
filled the air, and the words that fell on the startled 
shepherds’ ears filled them with comfort and hope. When 
the angels had departed from them, they came with haste 
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 

There was a quiver in Mary’s throat and her eyes shone 
like stars as she beheld the rough adoration of the shep- 
herds and heard their strange story of what the angel 
had said to them about her child. And she kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 
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CHRISTMAS AS? 


GIFTS 


By O. W. POLEN 





2 Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift.” 


Perhaps no one thinks long on the subject of 
Christmas until the thought of gifts and their as- 
sociation with Christmas passes through his mind. 

There are many precious gifts in the world. Some of 
these are on display at various places where they may 
be viewed by interested persons. Some of them are in- 
cluded in the crown jewels of the world’s royalty. Others 
are on display in museums. Still others are in the pos- 
session of private individuals. 

During the World’s Fair in Saint Louis, the gifts that 
Queen Victoria had received during her reign were put on 
display. These included precious jewels given to her by 
kings and princes. The gifts also included beautiful tapes- 
tries which had been made by admiring peasants. Beau- 
tiful as all these gifts were, their value can still be ex- 
pressed in terms of money. 

Christ is referred to as the “unspeakable gift.” This 
reference can only convey one meaning, and that is that 
His value as God’s gift to man cannot be adequately ex- 
pressed by words, expressions, and phrases known to 
mankind. 

A test has been prescribed whereby the value or worth 
of a gift may be determined. This test consists of four 
questions; namely, 

1. What is the motive behind the gift? 
2. What is the actual value of the gift? 
3. Is the gift unique? 

4. How useful is the gift? 

Since Christ is referred to as the gift of God to man, 
let us apply these tests to Him in an effort to determine 
His great worth. 


"9 HRISTMAS AND GIFTS are very closely related. 


Test Number 1—What was the motive in God’s gift of 
eee eee eeereeeeesesees Christ? 

God’s motive is clearly set forth in the words “For God 
so loved the world that He gave.” Unquestionably the 
greatest motive behind any gift is the motive of love. It 
is interesting to note the various motives there are be- 
hind the gifts that are given to us and behind the gifts 
which we give to others. 

It has been stated that there are gifts known as duty 
gifts. These are gifts we give because someone has given 
us a gift, and we feel we must return the gift. Then there 
are policy gifts. These are gifts which business men give 
to prospective customers in the hope of securing their 
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business. God’s gift of Christ, however, cannot be classed 
in these groupings because God is neither a tradesman nor 
an opportunist. He gave Christ to a sin-cursed world sim- 
ply because He loved us with a love that is eternal. This 
brings us to the other classification of gifts, love gifts— 
gifts we give because we love those to whom we give the 
gifts, or gifts that we receive because someone loved us. 
Love gifts often require self-sacrifice. Certainly, God’s 
gift of Chrst was a love gift. 


Test Number 2—What is the actual value of God’s gift— 
PPUTTTTITIT TTT TTT TTT Christ? 

It would be a foolish endeavor to try to evaluate the 
worth of Christ in terms of dollars and cents. We can 
only think in terms of the value of Christ as a gift when 
we try to evaluate Him in the same way we try to evalu- 
ate the love of God. The love of God can only be de- 
scribed as the greatest thing we know. It is a useless en- 
deavor to try to express the value of Christ, as a gift, in 
words. For that reason we shall not endeavor to do so. 


Test Number 3—Is Christ, as a gift, unique? 

“Tt could well be said that Christ is unique as a gift. He 
is not thought of in terms of being an “old gift”; neither 
is He thought of as a “modern gift.’”’ He is more than a 
Jew; yet He is not a Gentile. No gift was ever given be- 
fore He was given that could compare with Him. No 
gift has been given since He was given to the world that 
can compare with Him. He is truly the “unspeakable”— 
the incomparable gift. In every sense of the word, He is 


unique as a gift. 


Test Number 4—(the most important test)—How useful 
eee eee eee eeeeeeeeee is Christ as a gift? 

Sometimes, during the Christmas Season, we receive 
gifts we cannot use, but God’s gift of Christ has been 
tested through the ages as to His usefulness. The results 
are wonderful! He is the only One who can satisfy the 
hunger found in every human heart. His usefulness can be 
fully realized when one stops to consider that provision 
for the redemption of the world was made possible 
through Him as God’s Gift to man. In the fight for right- 
eousness, He has served as an undefeated Captain 
through the ages of time. Christ, God’s useful Gift to man, 
has been lifting the burden of sin from the hearts of men 
who would make their way to Calvary. Christ is a won- 
derfully useful Gift. During the hours of extreme sorrow 
and trouble and in the agonizing, long hours of severe 
illness or in the still, hushed hours of death, Christ be- 
comes to all, who will allow Him, the most Useful Gift 
man ever has known or ever will know. 

Christ is the very heart of Christmas. I am confident 
that the readers of this message have, at least occasional- 
ly, if not often, thought of just what Christmas does 
mean. Have you ever thought what Christmas would ac- 
tually be like if you had neither one gift, nor one close 
friend or relative near you? Could you still enjoy Christ- 
mas and derive real joy from the occasion? 

I sincerely believe that those of you who read this 
article and who have Christ in your hearts would have 
had a similar experience to the one I am going to relate 
to you, had your circumstances been the same as mine. 

There are many Christmases I can remember: Christ- 
mases when I was a boy, and the Christmases my wife 
and I have enjoyed since being blessed with the arrival of 

(Continued on page 18) 





























» 
» By ay rtson 


Registrdr, Cee College 


Isaiah 9:6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


sometimes wonder if there can ever be any 

peace. Evil men and seducers are waxing worse 
and worse. There is trouble on every hand, and we con- 
stantly read of wars and rumors of war. Over the radio 
and on television we hear of bloodshed and preparation 
for more terrible wars. When we look to the East, to the 
West, to the North, and to the South, we see nothing to 
give us real hope for peace. We can look in only one di- 
rection for peace—up! We can lift our eyes to God and 
give thanks unto Him for the gift of His Son to the world 
two thousand years ago and rejoice in the fact that His 
Son is the Prince of Peace. 


W/ HEN WE THINK of world conditions today, we 
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In Isaiah 2:4, the Bible declares, “And he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
As Christians, we look forward to the time when there 
will be peace upon earth, when Christ will set up His king- 
dom, and when war will be no more. But in the meantime 
we rejoice in the fact that, although there is no world- 
wide peace, there can be within the heart of individual 
Christians and within the Church as a body, a perfect 
and an inexpressible peace known only to those who have 
become personally acquainted with Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace. 

Romans 5:1 tells us that the way to peace is justifica- 
tion by faith. We can experience justification only 
through Jesus Christ, for the Bible makes it clear that 
there is salvation in no other. Since the source of this per- 
fect peace is justification through Jesus Christ, we are 
grateful to God that through Jesus Christ we are free 
from the anxieties, fears, and perplexities which harass 
unbelievers. We can certainly say, “Every day with Jesus 
is sweeter than the day before.” 

As we grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we become more cognizant of the living realities of 
the Christian faith. Jesus said that if we would come to 
Him we would find rest. He said that He would give us a 
peace which is different from the peace which the world 
gives; therefore, at this Christmas season, we give par- 
ticular thanks to God for a perfect peace. This peace is 
perfect because it emanates from a perfect person, Jesus 
Christ. In Isaiah 26:3, the prophet says, “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: be- 
cause he trusteth in thee.” As we trust in the Lord from 
day to day we are made more increasingly aware of the 
pure satisfaction which comes from being in right rela- 
tionship with the Prince of Peace. 


FROM TIME TO TIME, we attempt to express 
our thanks to God for His blessings. We also seek to give 
an explanation about the peace which we have found in 
the Lord Jesus Christ; however, our language is inade- 
quate. We are at a loss for words when we think of giving 
an accurate, verbal picture of the peace which we have 
in our hearts. The Apostle Paul recognized this fact when 
he wrote to the Philippians in 4:7, “And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Paul recognized, 
as do we, that the peace of God passes all understanding. 

We are not able to comprehend the greatness or riches 
of this peace, and being unable to understand its real 
qualities, we are unable to express verbally the true sig- 
nificance and blessedness of this peace. An outstanding 
Christian song says that this peace with God is joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, and that the half has never 
yet been told. Another writer said that this peace is like 
a river. When we think of the force, the power, and the 
beauty of a mighty, rushing river, we do get some idea of 
the peace which comes through Jesus Christ. For this 
peace is mighty in its effects on us and on our fellow men. 
It is forceful in its capacity to dispel from our lives all that 
is a hindrance to a right relationship with our Creator. 
This peace is beautiful like a river because it gives to our 
associates and acquaintances a clear picture of what it 
means to be at peace with God. One man said, “Some- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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“But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,’ Gala- 


tians 4:4. 


the statement that a decree went forth from Cae- 

sar Augustus for the taxing of the whole world. 
The age of Augustus was the age of the advent of Jesus’ 
birth; in the decision of God, the fullness of time had 
come. The Roman Empire was divinely appointed to be 
the field in which the seed of the gospel should be sown. 
This field was in proper readiness when all the aids to 
Christian evangelism which a hostile world was compe- 
tent to provide were at hand. 

Christianity was born at the midday of the imperial 
greatness of Rome. The Roman Empire was, in a remark- 
able sense, a world realm. Its extent was great. It 
stretched from the Atlantic to the Euphrates and from 
the lowlands of Scotland to the African deserts and the 
cataracts of the Nile. It was not the largeness of extent 
that gave the Empire the name of greatness. There have 
been other empires that have surpassed Rome in this re- 
spect; but, to the citizens and subjects, there was hardly 
anything of importance beyond its borders. The great 
factors of civilization were brought together here; name- 
ly, Greek, Jewish, and Oriental. The Roman Empire 
brought together the dissevered. It established peaceful 
communications where nothing had existed except war 
and plunder. 

The Roman name was revered among the most remote 
nations of the world. Even the persecuted Christians en- 
tertained the idea that when Rome fell the end of all 
things would immediately follow. Tertullian, in his writ- 
ings, is quoted as saying, “While the city of Rome re- 
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By Mrs. Ruth Starnes 
Greenwood, South Carolina 


mains nothing is to be feared from outsiders, but when 
the capital of the whole world shall have fallen, who can 
doubt that the end has arrived to the affairs of men and 
the whole world?” 


‘THE TERROR OF the Roman arms added 
weight and dignity to the moderation of the emperors. 
They preserved peace by a constant preparation of war. 
It was considered good Roman discipline for a soldier to 
dread his offense to his officers far more than the enemy. 
The recruits and young soldiers were constantly trained, 
both morning and evening. None were exempt from the 
rigid training because of age or knowledge. The soldiers 
were diligently instructed to march, to run, to swim, to 
leap, to carry heavy burdens and to handle every species 
of arms. It was the policy of the ablest generals, and 
even the emperors themselves, to encourage these mili- 
tary studies by their presence and example. 

As long as the Empire retained any vigor, their mili- 
tary instructions were respected as the most perfect mod- 
el of Roman discipline. Thus, in the midst of peace, the 
Roman troops became familiar with the practice of war. 
One. historian tells us the only way one could tell a dif- 
ference between a field of training and an actual field 
of battle was the absence of blood. The entire plan of 
Roman conquest encouraged intercommunication. From 
the capital a net-work of highways was extended; de- 
signed to bring the most distant provinces into intimate 
connection with the great Empire. Rome, the capital of a 
great monarchy, was filled with subjects and strangers 
from every part of the world. Tourists poured into Greece, 
Asia Minor, and Egypt. Students flocked to the renowned 
seats of culture, especially Athens and Alexandria. 

The demands of the government kept officials moving 
to and fro. Enlarged opportunities of trade brought men 
out of isolation. If for no other reason, curiosity caused 
the people to want to visit the renowned seat of the Em- 
pire. Roadways were well established by this time. The 
government sent great numbers from Rome into the 
provinces. Thus, Rome stretched herself out in the colon- 
ies. It is said the colonists went out with all the pride of 
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Roman citizens to represent Rome in the midst of an alien 
population. Their names were still enrolled in one of the 
Roman tribes. In this way the colonists took with them 
their Roman citizenship and jurisprudence. This citizen- 
ship carried with it the right to appeal to the emperor, 
the right of suffrage, and eligibility to office. As the 
framework of a building, Roman law extended throughout 
the structure of Roman society. 


ROMAN POWER SET open doors before the 
advancing gospel. Its universal rule and the fusion of the 
nations into one monarchy was considered a providential 
preparation for the preaching of the gospel to the whole 
world. The heathen world became restless. Men became 
devotees of different gods and experimented with differ- 
ent rites, to discover that none could bring satisfaction. 
A longing was felt for a god in whom unlimited confi- 
dence could be placed. There was a growing desire for 
some definite assurance to the life beyond the grave. It 
was a searching, experimenting age. Man felt the need of 
a more perfect revelation concerning God. 

It is probable that Jewish prophecy caused much of the 
deeper searching after God. The posterity of Abraham 
had multiplied as the sand of the sea. God was their 
Leader. He had called them to be a people separate from 
other nations. They were forbidden to intermarry with 
the heathen nations around them. They were taught to 
observe certain days, meats, and observances of worship. 
They believed in the rite of circumcision. From the be- 
ginning of the world, an uninterrupted series of predic- 
tions had announced the coming of a Messiah, who had 
been more frequently represented under the character of 
a king and conqueror, than as a prophet, martyr, and 
Son of God. It had been a long-accepted fact, even among 
the heathen, that someone should go forth from Judea 
who was destined to rule the world. 

This was the most fitting time in all history for His 
birth. The expectations of a coming Messiah were in the 


@: air one breathed. All the world was subject to one 


overnment, so the apostles could travel everywhere. The 
world was at peace, so the gospel could have free course. 
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The Greek language was spoken everywhere with the 
other languages, so the apostles could be well under- 
stood. The Roman yoke was galling to the Jews, for the 
people were under subjection, when, according to Old Tes- 
tament prophets, they ought to be free and themselves 
the leading nation in the world. The Jewish hopes of a 
Redeemer, of throwing off the Roman yoke, was constant- 
ly in the minds of the people. 

When the fullness of time finally arrived, God used the 
ruler, Caesar Augustus, to help fulfill the Scriptures. The 
prophet Micah had prophesied many years before that 
Christ would be born in Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph 
were dwelling in the city of Nazareth, when a decree went 
out from Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 
Mary and Joseph were forced to go to Bethlehem to enroll. 
“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child,” Luke 2:4, 5. 

On the night of Christ’s birth, a few humble shepherds 
were keeping night watch over their sheep, out on a hill- 
side a little to the east of Bethlehem. These shepherds 
must have been devout Jews; as they lead their sheep 
away from the rugged precipice, protecting them from 
beasts and robbers, they may have talked of the promised 
Messiah. Bethlehem was plainly visible in the bright 
night and they might have said one to another, that 
their own little village was to be highly honored; for had 
not Micah, the prophet, said that out of her was to come 
a Governor who would rule the people? As they thus 
talked among themselves, suddenly a dazzling light came 
pouring down from heaven upon them, and with it an an- 
gel bringing a message most strangely sweet .. . tidings 
of a Saviour’s birth! The angel was joined by an innumer- 
able host of heavenly beings who praised God, saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good 
will toward man.” 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth. 

However, merely to say that He came, as was 
promised by God, and proclaimed by the prophets 
and angels, must be properly understood. With the fact 
of His coming, we must preach and also tell of the benefits 
made available to us because He came. Are we better be- 
cause He came? Does the fact that Jesus came nearly two 
thousand years ago help us today? How may we gain the 
benefits made available by His advent? Let us now turn 
to look at some of these questions. 

Associated with the coming of Jesus are words such 
as, salvation, revelation, and healing. Truly, all of these 
are now in our reach because of Christ. However, under- 
lying even these wonderful gifts is a fact too often over- 
looked. What did Jesus actually do for us? Let us sum 
it up in this statement. The coming of Jesus made availa- 
ble to those of us on the earth, the benefits of the king- 
dom of God. There is a question in my mind concerning 
our knowledge or realization of this great truth. We can 
now actually tap the resources of the kingdom of God. 


 . HE TRUE HEART of the Christmas Story is that 
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Christ Mads and the Kingd 


by Earl P. Paulk Jr. 


Pastor, Hemphill Avenue Church of God, Atlanta, Georgia 


“Thy Kingdom Come. 

Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven,” 
Matthew 6:10. 


Was it a mere formality that Jesus was encouraging 
when He taught His followers to pray “Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”? Did 


He mean that we can now receive from the kingdom j 
while we are still on the earth? He was not referring to 

some future event here. His concern was for the here and 
now—not some far, remote future possibility. Those ; 


learning the prayer were still very much in action on 
the earth. 

Had John, the Baptist, been wrong in preaching that 
the kingdom of God was at hand, or did Jesus set into 
action the works of the kingdom? Perhaps, we should look 
a little closer at the words of the Master. Though He 
spoke of John as being the greatest prophet up to that 
time, Jesus said, “but he that is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he.” Was He introducing a new age? 
This Christmas could be the greatest of all for many of 
us, if we could open our eyes to the wonderful thing that 
has come to pass because of the Bethlehem event. 

We have believed and preached for some time that wi 
can enter the kingdom of God, spiritually, by the new 
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birth; and not only so, but we can bring into our lives 
energies from this higher plane. Recall the imprisonment 
of John, the Baptist. After some time, he sent his disciples 
to Jesus asking, “Art thou he, or should we look for an- 
other?” Notice carefully the answer given them by Christ, 
“Go tell John what you hear and see.” 


JOHN’S DISCIPLES had found Jesus very 
busy. At His hands, “the blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them,” Matthew 11:5. Jesus told the followers 
of John to go and tell him what was taking place. It is 
here strongly inferred that the promise of John had 
come to pass. John had said, “Repent ye: for the kingdom 
is at hand.” Jesus said, “Now go tell John it has come 
into the lives of the people according to his message in 
the wilderness.” John could rest assured that this was the 
ministry and message for which he had looked. 

Though we may not be able to share the full benefits 
of the kingdom now, we can certainly enjoy more than 
we do. Perhaps, it should be said that we can have the 
benefits in a greater measure. Now, we may turn to the 
task of discussing this higher plane and our relationship 
to it. 

The first benefit that we have because Jesus came is 
forgiveness of sin. We are reminded by the Word, that He 
came to seek and to save the lost. Again, the promise 
was, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shall 
call His name Jesus: for He will save His people from their 
sins,” Matthew 1:21. Many have been forgiven because of 
Christ, but they have not reached the place of accepting 
their deliverance. However, we are told clearly by the 
Scripture that if we confess our sin He is faithful and 
just to forgive us. 

For many, the real problem is that they have not for- 
given themselves, although they have been forgiven by 
God. When sins are confessed and forgiveness is asked, 
then it is the privilege of the seeker to believe God has 
forgiven. If this is not done, the result is a serious on- 
slaught of guilt. According to those who know, guilt is one 
of the greatest opponents to our health and happiness. 
When one asks for divine forgiveness, acceptance on the 
part of the seeker is essential. 

In God’s Kingdom, there will be no sin. Those who are 
now redeemed through Christ, have received the nature 
of this higher plane of living. The righteous are fit for 
the kingdom of God. We may experience this here and 
now. Doubtless, it was for this nature that Jesus taught 
His disciples they should seek. Therefore, those who be- 
come fit for God’s kingdom must take on the nature of 
the same. When we are righteous, we show forth the re- 
ality of the kingdom of God. 
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The next benefit that we may receive because of the 
Christmas Event is healing for the body. In the kingdom 
of God there will be no more ailments of the body. The 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption. In Christ we 
have the victory, not only over sin; but, actually, over the 
maladies of the body. The promise to the followers of 
Jesus is, “And they shall lay hands upon the sick and they 
shall recover.” 


CERTAINLY, IT SEEMS evident that a com- 
munion with God promotes healing of the body. The con- 
flicts of the flesh may be solved through a fellowship 
with God. When we are out of harmony with Him, we 
are also in personal conflict. To know the Heavenly Fa- 
ther is to find ourselves in His love. This is the source of 
divine healing. There is quite a bit of healing taking 
place through the knowledge and influence of man. Some 
of it is the high-pressured cheap play on the mind of the 
masses. You ask, “Do they really heal some?” Certainly 
so, just as many are healed through the work of the psy- 
chiatrist. But this is not divine healing; nor is the heal- 
ing accomplished by, so called, Father Divine, from our 
Heavenly Father. 

The coming of Christ places man in fellowship with God 
again. This is of untold value to our health. By this same 
advent, we are made partakers of the bodily nature of 
the kingdom of God. This is the well-being of our bodies. 
When God heals us, it shows to the world the power of 
the kingdom. We are also reminded that there will be 
no more sickness when the fulness of the kingdom shall 
have come to pass. 

How may this divine energy for the sick be obtained? 
First, by spiritual discipline. It was no mere accident that 
Jesus told the disciples, who had failed to bring deliver- 
ance to the young man, “This comes but by prayer and 
fasting.” There is a price to pay if we are to derive the 
benefits of God. Too many times, spiritual discipline has 
been replaced by unbelievable personal claims that could 
not be substantiated. 





(Continued on page 18) 
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which the most important event of the year is the 

celebration of the birth of Christ. Throughout the 
year, arrangements for this celebration are made behind 
the scenes in the offices, factories, and warehouses. 
From Thanksgiving till Christmas the most highly inte- 
grated commercial system the world has ever seen is 
strained to meet the demands of the one hundred and 
fifty million persons of these United States in their prep- 
aration to celebrate the birth of a child in a stable in a 
small, obscure, agrarian country more than nineteen hun- 
dred years ago. But though His native country offered 
Him no more than a manger for a cradle and, eventually, 
condemnation to death on a shameful cross, our country 
could well afford to make His birthday the holiday of 
holidays; for it was the principles that He taught in His 
few years on earth that have made this nation great. 

Penetrating the feverish activity resulting from the per- 
verted commemoration of the birth of Christ comes the 
same majestic sensation which the lowly shepherds felt 
when they heard the heavenly host saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
In this season, we are struck with awe, as were the wise 
men who saw His star in the East and came to worship 
Him and to present Him with the best gifts they pos- 
sessed. Shining through the tinsel and the glitter comes a 
light from the face of Him whose birth we celebrate. This 
is the spirit which brings compassion, charity, and joy! 
This is the true spirit of Christmas! 

When we celebrate the birthday of earthly friends, we 
try to honor them. A great deal of time is spent to pro- 
cure gifts which will please them. The requests they may 
have made are considered. Activities are planned which 
they will enjoy. But what of the birthday of Jesus? Will 
we honor Him? Will the gifts that we give gratify Him? 
Are His requests considered? Will our activities be pleas- 
ing to Him? How will you celebrate the birth of Christ? 


g T IS GRATIFYING, indeed, to live in a nation in 


WITH A GIFT? i 

Millions of dollars, hours of thought, and considerable 
energy will be spent in procuring gifts for Christmas. I 
do not condemn the practice of giving Christmas gifts, 
but could we include Christ in our Christmas shopping? 
Could we give because He said, “Jt is more blessed to give 
than to receive” rather than to try to match expected 
gifts? Could we give because we desire to bring joy on 
Christmas day? Could we refuse to let tradition so burden 
us with activity that we forget the reason for the celebra- 
tion and lose the happiness that comes with the true 
spirit of Christmas? The wise men, as they carried their 
gifts to the Christ Child, looked heavenward and followed 
the star. Is it not proper for us to be guided by a heav- 
enly light as we bear our Christmas gifts? 

Check your gift list. Is it complete? Have you included 
Christ? What will you give Him for Christmas? What has 
He asked? “Go ye into all the world and preach the gos- 
pel.” Should we not include in our Christmas budget a 
gift for missions that the story not only of His birth, but 
also of His life, His death, His resurrection, His ascen- 
sion; His intercession, and His soon coming, could be told 
to those that live in darkness longing for the light which 
came to earth on that first Christmas day? Would that 
not please Him? 

Many of us will search for enduring gifts for our friends. 


The Church of God Evangel 


- i. 4 














Why not do the same for Christ? One of His last recorded 
requests on this earth was “Abide in me and I in you.” 
Could we not grant this request and give Him a lasting 
gift—constant attention, a place to abide, and ourselves 
to abide in Him? The Apostle Paul has prescribed an ideal 
Christmas present for Christ, “Present your bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.” This gift would 
please and honor Him; and, as all suitable Christmas 
gifts, will bring joy to the donor. 





WITH A TREE? 


A tree will adorn most homes during the Christmas 
season. According to legend, this custom originated when 
Boniface of Winfred (canonized by the Roman Church) 
felled a giant oak tree, which was worshipped by the pa- 
gan Druids, and then pointed to a tiny fir tree as a sym- 
bol of the Christ Child. Regardless of its origin, it is quite 
natural that the evergreen should be adopted for decora- 
tion in this festive season. What else in nature is more 
obviously glorifying God in the highest? In a vivid and 
stately splendor, the tree patiently points heavenward, 
undaunted but beautified by afflictions of cold, snow, 
sleet, and rain. 

Choose a Christmas tree, if you will, but let the tree tell 
you of Christ. Let the tree which is green and full of life 
when others are barren, having retreated from the cold, 
remind us that the Christ Child came that we might have 
life and “have it more abundantly.” Let us purpose that 
we will keep the evidence of the life He has given us visi- 
ble throughout the year. 

Observe the tree. Notice how it becomes dry and loses 
its color after it is separated from the root. How quickly 
its beauty fades and how worthless it becomes. Not only 
does it become worthless, but its dry and lifeless state 
endangers its environment. Paul has said in the third 
chapter of Ephesians, “That he would grant you, accord- 
ing to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his spirit in the inner man; that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
heighth; and to know the love of Christ.” Let us be sure 
that we keep the Christ of Christmas dwelling in our 
hearts; that we are strengthened with His spirit dwelling 
within; that we, being rooted in his love, can retain some- 
thing of beauty in us; that our lives, unlike the tree sep- 
arated from its root, will not quickly lose its value and 


endanger those around us. 
{ f 4 gf on 
WITH LIGHTS? i at AI, 
What could be more appropriate decoration at Christ- 
mas than lights? The just and devout man, Simeon, who 
had been promised that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ, upon being led into the pres- 
ence of the Christ Child exclaimed, “Mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face 
of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles.” 

Let the lights shine at Christmas! Feast your eyes upon 
the radiance. Let praises ring to God for the light. Recall 
the darkness and despair of the Gentile world before His 

D comine. Wherever the story of Jesus has spread, people 
have been enlightened. The principles that He taught have 
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resulted in social and economic advances in Christian na- 
tions. Compare the standard of living in Christian and 
pagan countries as documentary proof. Follow the de- 
cline in death rates when the gospel is carried to savages. 
Thank God for this—but, even more, thank Him for the 
light of salvation. To the Gentiles, who had no real god— 
no hope for life beyond this world—the birth we celebrate 
created a beam shining into eternity. His life extended to 
us the promise found in Daniel 12:3, “And they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for 
ever and ever.” 

From boyhood I have thrilled to Christmas lights. The 
lights in the stores, on the streets, and in the homes have 
helped to elevate Christmas in my mind to the noble mag- 
nificent thing it should be. Since youth, the yearning in 
me to have a home of my own is especially strong at 
Christmas. I have longed to add year after year to a col- 
lection of lights till a display deserving of pride is at- 
tained. There comes to me the words of my Christ who 
said, “I am the light of the world.” If through my efforts 
some lost soul could be illuminated with the light of 
Christ, the resulting display would make the angels sing 
for joy. What a wonderful Christmas celebration that 
would be! I believe the rejoicing in heaven when a soul 
is led to Christ parallels the praise heard by the shep- 
herds after the angel told them how to find the Christ 
Child. 

Jesus also said, “Ye are the light of the world.” I visual- 
ize a world-wide electrical system with Christ as the Gen- 
erator—the Dynamo—and His disciples as the lamps. 
When the connection is made and the circuit is closed, the 
lamp will shine if it is in good condition. As we inspect 
our Christmas lights and separate the good bulbs from 
the bad, let us examine our lives. Are we prepared to 
shine for Christ? Is the circuit in good condition? Have 
we tested it lately? 

Two types of strings of Christmas lights are common to- 
day. One type, connected in series, depends upon all of the 
bulbs being in a good condition before any will glow. The 
other type, connected in parallel, is much more desirable. 
Any bulb in good condition will shine depending only on 
good connection with the current. What type of disciple 
are you? Do you have your eyes upon the faults and fail- 
ures of others, and fail to glow because they are not in 
good condition? Let us celebrate Christmas by looking to 
Christ, depending only upon direct contact with him. Let 
us determine that we will shine and serve however many 
may fail. 





WITH A MYTH? 


Let me pay tribute to my mother and father who made 
Christmas exciting and thrilling and filled with suspense, 
without teaching Santa Claus. I never knew the suspicion, 
shock, or disappointment of this gigantic falsehood per- 
petrated upon gullible children by the adult world. Christ- 
mas continued to be a wonderful season in which gifts 
came through the sacrifice of my parents. Their love and 
sacrifice for me was the nearest approach I could find, in 
this world, to the love of God whose sacrifice for us pro- 
duced the event we celebrate at Christmas. 

Surely, I knew of Santa Claus. He was in the same cate- 
gory as the Easter bunny, the elves, the goblins, the fair- 
ies, and the other non-existent creatures created to amuse 
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children by those, perhaps with good intentions, who fail 
to realize that the mind of the child can more readily 
appreciate the truth than phantasy. I viewed with know- 
ing glee the funny men masquerading in their red suits 
and long false beards. 


Why should we miss this wonderful opportunity to in- 
delibly stamp in the minds of our children that Christmas 
is real; that “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life’? No fable can be 
more beautiful than the true Christmas story; no story is 
a better introduction to the gifts we wish to lavish upon 
our children because we love them. Why should we ex- 
change this glorious truth for a less attractive, less practi- 
cal, and a less acceptable fiction? God grant that no 
Christian parent would be a party to this mammoth pre- 
varication that would trade the Christ of Christmas for a 


shallow tale of Santa Claus. 


Myriad of symbols have been adopted to portray Christ- 
mas. We hear countless stories of the shepherds. Many 
accounts of the wise men have been told. Angels, snow- 
men, sleighbells, and even less worthy objects have been 
used to carry a Christmas message. Little, however, has 
been said of the prophetess, Anna, who was one of the 
first to recognize the Child Jesus as the Christ. In review- 
ing the Biblical account of the early days of our Lord, I 
have been thrilled by the example of this woman who 
“served God with fasting and prayers night and day.” As 
she entered the Temple while Simeon was speaking to the 
mother of Jesus she “gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, 
and spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption.” 


In forgetting to include Anna as part of the Christmas 
story, I feel that we have failed to include the virtues 
she exhibited. How few take the time to offer thanks to 
the Lord; how few speak of His redeeming power during 
the celebration of His birth. 


With all our prosperity, the people of our country are 
in need. There is a universal hunger for something which 
will satisfy. There is a clamor for peace and security. 
Should we not celebrate Christmas by speaking of Him as 
Anna did, to all that look for redemption. Let us tell the 
story and prove by our lives that the Christ born in 
Bethlehem lives today and provides satisfaction and se- 
curity. Let us proclaim with the Psalmist, “The Lord re- 
deemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that 
trust in him shall be desolate,’ Psalms 34:22. 


Examine the Christmas cards you receive. How many 
of them carry a Christmas message? The yule log, the 
wreath, ice, snow, deer, dogs, cats, and even cocktails are 
common. But it is difficult to find a card that gives a 
sincere thought to the meaning of His birth. Oh how 
great is the responsibility of the Christian to carry the 
message of Christ at Christmas. 


The Christmas season will be used by many as a license 
to indulge in revelry, in drink, in lust, and in sin. The 
forces of darkness do not object to a Christmas celebrated 
like that. The way to combat this depredation of the 
birthday of our Saviour is to celebrate this Christmas by 
heralding the message of Christ. 


WITH A MESSAGE? 
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WITH MUSIC? e 


No part of Christmas is more inspiring and sacred than 
the singing of beautiful hymns and carols. The language 
of music reaches all people. Children are delighted and the 
aged are moved to adoration by such familiar melodies as 
Silent Night, Joy to the World, and Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem. 

How joyous at Christmas is the charge given in Ephe- 
Sians 5:18-20, “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 
but be filled with the spirit; Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and mak- 
ing melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks al- 
ways for all things unto God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” At this season it seems espe- 
cially good to sing and make melody. Here, again, the en- 
emy of the truth has invaded, attempting to substitute 
catchy but shallow tunes for the hymns and spiritual songs : 
of Christmas. In using music to celebrate the birth of 
Christ, let those of us who know Him, champion the songs 
that will honor Him, recognize His diety, and make melody 
in our hearts as well as in our ears. 





WITH FEASTING? 


Food will be plentiful this Christmas, in the vast ma- 
jority of the homes of our country. Fruits, nuts, cookies, 
candies, cakes, and the Christmas turkey have become 
so customary that in many cases they are taken for 
granted. Yes, most of our bodies will feast this Christ- 
mas, but what of our souls? Will we become so busy pre- 
paring for physical needs that spiritual food will be for- 
gotten? Will social obligations prevent our calling upon 
Him whose birth we celebrate? Too many times the close 
of the Christmas season finds the Christian uncomfort- 
able and sluggish from overeating, yet weak and faint 
from spiritual malnutrition. 

Feast and be glad, but let not the inner man perish. 
While enjoying the good things to eat, forget not to enjoy 
regular visits with Him. Feast upon His words. By all 
means read again the Christmas story in Matthew and 
Luke where it is penned with eloquence and beauty in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit. 

There are some who cannot afford plenty at Christ- 
mas. Generosity inspired by the true spirit of Christmas 
will relieve many cases of want. But to him that hath 
and to him that hath not, the Christ of Christmas has 
said, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst,” John 6:35. At the table He spreads is a feast 
which will last beyond Christmas, which will satisfy 
throughout the year—for all eternity. He invites us all to 
“come and dine.” 





—_—+ 


—~— 


WITH WORSHIP? 


One thing we find in common among all that saw the 
Christ Child, they worshipped him—Joseph and Mary, en- 
lightened by celestial revelation and reassured by physi- 
cal manifestation of His divinity; the shepherds in simpl 

(Continued on page 18) 
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THE UNFAILING 


LIGHT 


By Joe Southerland 
Evangelist 


Luke 2:32, “A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glo- 
ry of thy people Israel.” 


moving power of God was bringing into existence 

all things, there is nothing more beautiful than the 
words, “let there be light.” With that decree, God chased 
the complete darkness of chaotic conditions from the face 
of the globe. He set up a system of light and darkness 
calling one day and the other night, and the ages began 
to march to the clockwork tempo of this tune of time. For 
thousands of years the sun and moon had given their re- 
spective lights by the Creator’s schedule except for the 
time He stopped them to give Joshua the victory in a bat- 
tle. 

As the fringe of the garments of evening dusk cast the 
shadows of the coming darkness on the little town of 
Bethlehem of Judea in-the days of King Herod, it seemed 
no different than it had for years. The sun sank slowly in- 
to the West, leaving a ray peeping through here and there 
until the deft fingers of time stitched the blazing win- 
dows of sunset together, clothing mansion and hamlet, 
field and farm alike with the silent, velvet shroud of 
darkness. This darkness was typical of the dark powers 
that enslaved the people of that land and most other 
lands. 

Following the rule of the Babylonians and the Greeks, 
the Romans continued to exert their great prowess and 
power and kept the sound of the prophets’ feet and the 
cries of their voices from the streets of Palestine for over 
four hundred years. It was very dark, indeed, considering 
the way the people were being taxed in mind, body and 
soul. The face of Caesar, his pertinent Roman profile, was 
seen alike on pillars of stone and coins of metal—a con- 
stant reminder of the great and cumbersome burden 
placed upon the Jews. 

It was just another night as far as man was concerned, 
but on God’s eternal docket it was the night of which the 
prophets had spoken and minstrels had sung and which 
was to fulfill the hopes and desires of God’s people. To 
quote Dwight L. Moody—“When Christ was born midnight 
lightened to midday brightness. When Christ died, mid- 
day darkened into midnight.” In the darkness of super- 
stition, fear and slavery, hope was all but gone. A faint 
gleam of light, fanned hard to be kept burning, then 
pread into a glorious burst of sunrise at midnight, as 
the clouds split asunder to reveal a grandiose group of 
gleaming angels standing on pearly portals to tell and 


Yg N CONSIDERING THE DAYS of creation when the 











sing the greatest story ever heard to a gasping, gaping 
group of shuddering shepherds on a lonely hillside. 


Light it was, indeed, for the Light of the world was now 
cradled in a stable manger attended by the holy Virgin 
Mary, the handmaiden of the Lord, who had been chosen 
to bring Him here—the Light of this world and of heaven. 
His ties were great in both this world and heaven. His feet 
were planted in the dust of earthly generations dating 
from Abraham. Being the only Begotten of God, He tow- 
ered into the heights of the universe giving meaning to 
His statement, “All power is given me in heaven and 
earth.” 


Not only was He the Light to the shepherds but also the 
Wise Men and others. The star of promise appeared and 
brought to them rejoicing of exceeding great joy. It was 
not their star; they neither made it shine nor controlled 
it. It thrilled them and put them on the right path to 
the great Light who lay in a borrowed cattle cave and 
was to shine to every nook and cranny of the world, to 
complete and fulfill the Mosaic law, change the way of 
keeping time, set empires on end, and establish a kingdom 
to last forever and ever. If mortal man had arranged His 
birth, he, probably, would have had Him floating down 
to earth on a fleecy white, silver-lined cloud. Probably, 
He would have been robed in splendor, rocking in a royal, 
jewel-bedecked cradle, eating from golden spoons, attend- 
ed by angels hovering close, and growing up to a life of 
ease to rule as an ordinary earthly monarch. Yet God 
placed and controlled this event by having Him born in a 
stable and calling first the shepherds to come—linking 
Him with the common man who comprises the over- 
whelming majority of human creation. 


JESUS IS THE LIGHT shining from the man- 
ger via Calvary and reflected by great men and deeds ever 
since—as Paul shedding light in the superstitious world of 
the Gentiles, as Pasteur discovering the ray of disease- 
ridding light, David Livingstone threading the light to 
the dark continent of Africa; or, most of all, the world- 
wide shedding of the illuminating Presence abroad in the 
hearts of many people today. 


The angels sang peace; the apostles preached peace. 
The New Testament benediction, fourteen times repeated, 
is, “Peace be with you.” Jesus 
is the Prince of Peace, and His 
power is the vehicle by which 
true peace is transported to all 
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who will believe him, even in the midst of a war-torn, 
violent, raging world. 


“What means this glory round our feet,” 
The Magi mused, “more bright than morn?” 
And voices chanted clear and sweet, 

“Today the Prince of Peace is born.” 


“What means that star,” the shepherds said, 
“That brightens through yon rocky glen?” 
And angels answering overhead 

Sang, “Peace on earth, good will to men.” 


—James Russell Lowell 


Again, while Christmas is being celebrated and peace is 
being talked and sung the world over, the majority of the 
world is without peace. And why? The reason is that men 
seek after the wrong source. The giddy light of commercial 
profit, the bright fleeting moments drink can bring, the 
seemingly flourescent brightness of lust filled—these are 
the palaces in whose halls the world is seeking peace. Yet, 
after the creature has waded through the mire of vice 
and scaled the heights of mortal success, tasting and 
trying everything he encounters in his search for the 
light of peace, he finds the darkness of fast-falling night 
closing in around him; and no peace has he found in 
these fleeting pleasures. The dirty deeds of the flesh fol- 
low him, and the finger of guilt points him in the face 
in the heat of high noon as in the cool stillness of 
midnight. 

To really find peace, men must first make peace with 
the Maker of Peace—Jesus Himself. The true light of 
peace shining upon the pathway of man plants within him 
the power to remain tranquil in his soul no matter what 
trials the enemy may produce to distract and frustrate 
him. Psychologists and teachers are trying to point peo- 
ple, who are investing millions of dollars in their confi- 
dence, to the way of peace. Theirs is the Utopian idea of 
mind over matter, and this, as all the other methods, fails 
to bring real peace. Yet, for free, we can see the stars as 
they shine in the heavens and candles in the windows of 
homes and millions of multicolored lights set ablaze in 
the crisp nights of this Christmas season. Each points the 
way to true peace through the great Light shining in 
darkness. 

Peace on earth, good will from Heaven 
Reaching far as man is found; 
Souls redeemed and sins forgiven 
Loud our golden harps shall sound—Hallelujah. 
—John Cawood 


He is the never-failing Light of Peace. 


Christmas should be a time of Joy. The angels sang 
joyfully. The light of the star was received joyfully. The 
shepherds came with joy, and all these and many more 
experiences of joy came from 
the Babe of Bethlehem. The 
Romans little noticed him, for 
the young prince Augustus 
was growing to sit upon his father’s throne. The only 
ones who did notice him were filled with fear and jeal- 
ousy. Yet He provoked a thrill of joy in the heart of 
Simeon and a tumult of praise from the prophetess, Anna. 
Herod was a joy-breaker; Jesus was a joy-maker. His 
birth opened the sealed doors of prophecy and made glad 
the ones that accepted him as the true Christ. I feel that 


II. HE IS THE LIGHT 
OF JOY 
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the greatest joy Jesus brings is the true gladness that 
comes with the relief of sins forgiven. To know that the 
God-sent Son, the angel-heralded King, the king-wor- 
shipped Prince abides in your heart is joy—pure, una-@ 
dulterated and everlasting. 


Thousands of books record the power He has to bring 
happiness to the downcast. The fields of granite and mar- 
ble carry messages of the joy of the Lord which will be 
full when he comes again. And most of all, scores of thou- 
sands of men and women are walking the trails of terra 
firma today with the song of joy ringing in their hearts. 
This Light of joy banishes fears, dries tears, sweetens 
years and lifts from the depths of despair and dungeons 
of death all who will receive Him. May everyone, as we 
sing of joy, seek joy by seeking the Christ of Christmas— 
the unfailing Light. 


He is Loye manifested to us. And, what is love? It is 
self-denial, helping others. And, what is Christ? He is ex- 
actly that. He is God revealed in the flesh, and God is 
Love. Is every gift a gift of love 
or are most gifts given with a 
selfish motive? I am persuaded 
to believe, by the actions of an 
emotion-crazy world, that most people give to receive. A 
gift, no matter how expensive or elaborate when given in 
such an air is meaningless and cold as the proverbial 
Eskimo’s refrigerator. It is not a matter of what or how 
much we give but of what we are able to give and of how 
much we have left. By letting the Light of Love shine into 
our hearts, we can lose our pride, ego, conceit, and self- 
centered will and find the greatest satisfaction in all 
the world by sharing. No greater gift can we give than 
this message of hope. “For God so loved the world .. .” 


lil, HE IS THE LIGHT 
OF LOVE 


Jesus is so like light for He is Light. We cannot measure 
His power in inches or pounds cr price or time but by re- 
sults, alone. The picture of Jesus, the Light, is seen in the 
song of deliverance by the sea, the Ten Commandments 
of Sinai and a great number of other sterling examples in 
the Old Testament. As Edison brought light to homes and 
Lincoln brought light to thousands of slaves, as Galileo 
brought it to astronomers and scientists and Martin Lu- 
ther to a dark, dreary, eerie age, Jesus is shining even 
now to bring the unfailing light—the true spirit of Christ- 
mas to all. The Light came not to curse, but to bless; not 
to cast down, but to lift up; not to shun, but to save, to 
open prison doors, to give sight to blind, to rest the 
weary, and be a blessing to the whole world. 


That night, when in the Judean skies 
The mystic star dispensed its light, 

A blind man moved in his sleep— 
And dreamed he had his sight. 


That night, when shepherds heard the song 
Of hosts angelic choiring near, 

A deaf man stirred in slumber’s spell— 
And dreamed that he could hear. 


That night, when in the cattle stall 
Slept Child and mother cheek by jovwl, 
A cripple turned his twisted limbs— 
And dreamed that he was whole. 
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That night, when o’er the newborn Babe 
The tender Mary rose to lean, 

A loathsome leper smiled in sleep— 

* And dreamed that he was clean. 


That night, when to the mother’s breast 
The little King was held secure, 

A harlot slept a happy sleep— 
And dreamed that she was pure. 


That night, when in the manger lay 
The Sanctified who came to save, 
A man moved in the sleep of death— 
And dreamed there was no grave. 


(Selected from R. G. Lee’s book, A Greater Than Solomon) 

Remove from your eyes prejudice, pomp and pride; open 
the windows of your soul and let the true, unfailing light 
shine—not for December 25 alone but through this life— 
on our paths of eternity and forever in that world to come. 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
(Continued from page 5) 


times when misgivings darken the day, and faith’s light 
{ cannot see; I ask my dear Lord to brighten the way. He 
whispers sweet peace to me.” The Lord Jesus Christ whis- 
ders sweet peace to us when we look to Him for help in 
‘ime of need. When we are cast down in spirit and soul, 
ie lifts us up by whispering peace to us. 


THE PEOPLE OF INDIA consider the Ganges 
ziver sacred. It is the opinion of some that by bathing in 
‘he waters of this river, they can free themselves of all 
shat is sinful and unholy. The story is told of an old man 
who lived many miles from the river. He desired to rid 
iaimself of the mental torture of his sins. For that reason, 
ae journeyed to the waters of the Ganges. Unable to walk 
upright because of his physical condition, he made the 
journey on hands and feet, crawling over hills and 
shrough valleys for many, many miles until he arrived at 
the bank of the river which he thought would bring him 
salvation; but after bathing in the waters, he felt no re- 
ief of conscience. He sat disappointed and disheartened 
on the banks of the river; however, there was a missionary 
a few hundred feet from him telling the story of Jesus 
and His power to save. The old man heard the mission- 
ary’s voice and crawled toward him. After he heard the 
full story, he cried with a loud voice, “That’s what I want, 
that’s what I want.” Truly the story of Jesus and His 
power to save is what the world wants and needs. Unfor- 
tunately, many are not willing to pay the price for that 
which they know they want and need, for the Prince of 
Peace will not tolerate sin in the lives of those who fol- 
low him. In Psalm 119:165, the Psalmist said, “Great peace 
have they which love thy law.” As our love for God, for 
His Word, for His Church, and for His people increases, 
the Prince of Peace means more and more to us; and the 
peace which we have with God becomes greater and 
greater. I pray that the Prince of Peace will be especially 
near to you during this time when we honor His birth. 

Hebrews 13:20, 21, “Now the God of peace, that brought 
gain from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
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nant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

Numbers 6:24-26, “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 
The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace.” 


ae 


IN THE FULNESS OF TIME 
(Continued from page 9) 


After the angels left, the shepherds set out to find the 
newborn King. “And they came with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe, lying in the manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the 
saying which was told them concerning this child. And 
all they that heard it wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. And the shep- 
herds returned glerifying God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them,” Luke 
2:16-20. 


ROME HAD ALLOWED its subjects to have 
any religious ideas they liked so long as they kept their 
loyalty to Caesar. But Rome was not prepared for this 
Child, born in a manger, reared in a carpenter’s shop; 
yet sent by God as the Saviour of the world! The effect 
of Christianity was destined to rock Rome to its very foun- 
dations. The people of that age were loath to yield to 
Christ, yet they were drawn to Him by the pressure of 
need. Prejudice against Him was strong, but the deep 
needs of the age urged acceptance of Him and His teach- 
ings. 

Thus Christianity made its way into the world, and with 
it the vigor and strength which comes with newness of 
life. Hence, we find it growing in spite of every obstacle. 
The generation succeeding the apostles had hardly passed 
away before Christianity was world-wide in extension. 
About the middle of the second century Justian Martyr 
said, “There is not one single race of men, whether bar- 
barians or Greeks, or whatever they may be called—no- 
mads or vagrants or herdsman living in tents—among 
whom prayers and giving of thanks are not offered 
through the name of the crucified Jesus.” 

Christmas means more than holly over the door and 
candles in the window. Christmas means more than ex- 
changing gifts and a lot of frivolity. Christmas means the 
birthday of the Saviour of the world! The precious life 
of Bethlehem is magnified by the death at Calvary, that 
we might have assurance of eternal life. Bethlehem’s 
manger was but a step in the Saviour’s path to Calvary 
so that He might pay the penalty of sin; thus, liberat- 
ing man from its consequences. A hurrying, excited 
Christmas reveler cannot give anything to the Lord on 
His birthday, but the Christian, no matter how humble 
his home, can give Christ his love and devotion on this 
great day. 

How wonderful it is that a gracious God has so boun- 
tifully provided for the peoples of the world! There are 
some who come to Christ early in life and by so doing are 
saved from much of the world’s sorrow and shame. There 
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two little daughters in our home; but the Christmas which 
I shall remember as long as I live is the Christmas when 
I had no gifts, no close friends and no relatives within 
four or five thousand miles. 

In 1942, I was drafted into the service of our country. 
A few weeks before Christmas, I sailed from Seattle, 
Washington, for an unknown destination. Within approx- 
imately fourteen days, I discovered that my temporary 
destination was Chernofski Bay, located in the Aleutian 
Islands. 

Our transport ship—the St. Mihiel—entered Chernofski 
Bay and unloaded a company of soldiers. I was one of 
them. Chernofski Bay is a very bleak and small island; 
there are no trees on it—only small shrubs. One of the 
officers pointed to a group of tents pitched on the side of 
a snow-covered mountain and told us that here was where 
we were to live—in tents which had frozen ground for 
the floor and which were heated by a small Sibley coal 
stove. I thought the officer was joking, but I soon learned 
he was most sincere. 

We debarked at Chernofski Bay only a few days before 
Christmas. Christmas Day came. There were no gifts from 
home—no Christmas mail, no Christmas cards. My wife, 
family, and friends had sent gifts and mail, but, because 
of my temporary assignment, they did not reach me un- 
til about two months later. I had been assigned to this 
particular company of men only a few weeks before, and 
I had made neither close friends nor found a Christian 
friend. There were no relatives or close friends on “this 


particular Christmas. My wife and family were sevéfal 


thousand miles away. I had not one gift. 

Yet, this was a Christmas I shall always remember. 
Strange as it may seem, it is not one I want to forget. 
Stripped of gifts and loved ones, I realized, as never be- 
fore, the real meaning and the real joy of Christmas. 

Though I was without earthly gifts, I had in my heart 
the greatest gift ever given—JESUS CHRIST—and He 
was adequate. Though close friends and relatives were 
not near, Christ came nearer than, perhaps, at any other 
time in my life. His companionship took away the lonely 


feeling. This particular Christmas was perhaps the most* 


real Christmas I have ever had. 

I feel that I am no exception. You, too, who have Christ 
in your hearts would have found this to have been your 
experience, because it is Christ in our hearts who really 
brings meaning to Christmas. 

Does not the Christmas Season make us even more con- 
scious and appreciative of the meaning of the Apostle 
Paul’s statement, “Thanks be unto God for His unspeak- 


able gift”? 
"of 


IN THE FULNESS OF TIME 
(Ccentinued from page 16) 


are some who wander far, who taste life’s bitterness, who 
grope and sigh for rest, yet they fail to come to the refuge 
provided in Christ. Jesus can meet the needs of mankind. 
In His blood—there lies the remedy for the woes of the 
world. Christ was all He ever claimed to be. The Christian 
has a wonderful future to look forward to. Let us con- 
stantly stay in touch with Him; let us cherish His fellow- 
ship in our lives. May our lives be motivated by His com- 
mand to witness for Him to the lost, and may we work 
to win souls for His coming kingdom. 
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CHRISTMAS AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
(Continued from page 6) 


Another requirement for those who would receive of 
the kingdom of God, is spiritual insight. How importante 
it is to know the workings of God. Jesus spent a good part 
of His time trying to clear up the darkened minds of peo- 
ple. Some were confused about the law and others about 
the relationship between sin and sickness. He often ex- 
pressed sorrow that the disciples did not understand Him. 
When He talked of His kingdom, they quarreled for the 
seats of authority. They needed spiritual insight, and so 
do we need it. We must seek the secrets of the spiritual 
laws; then, we may receive the great things God would 
have us enjoy. 

A FINAL REQUIREMENT, though perhaps 
the greatest, is to love God and our fellow men. This 
achievement in itself would deliver millions from sickness 
and unhappiness. Think of the hate, resentment, fear 
and guilt that would be overcome if this principle ruled 
the heart of all men. The Scriptures make clear the fact 
that we can not love God until we learn to love our 
neighbors. Love is th mark of a true Christian. “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, If ye have 
love one for the 6tHer.” 

In the kingdom.@f God, there will be no more sin, sick- 
ness, suffering of trouble of any nature. The principles 
of this kingdom were introduce by Jesus. He became 
the firstfguit of this kingdom. Now we, through Him, may 
receive thé benefits of this wonderful plane @f existence. 


= is the true Christmas story—howpforeign this is to 

ié Aecount of Santa Claus sailing through the clouds on 
the deer-pulledsleigh: 

My Waimethe ae during this.Christmas season, the 


true meaning Of the Coming of Christ_to,the redeemed. 
It should be a time of praise and thanksgiving. This sea- 
som repres@fitsyto us the’défeat of Satan“and his cohorts. 
The Captain Of our Salvation has brought into our grasp 
theglofious realities and benefits.of the kingdom of God. 
Get us bring unto Him our gifts ahd adoration, for He 


le verys@enter of Christmas."Whatever the origin of 
to 





stmas, to the Christian it has now/@dme_to mean a 
time of reMembering.the birth of our Lord: 

A good theme for this Christmas is: “Thy kingdom 
come. Phy will be done invearth, as it is in heaven.” 
When this comes t@ pass in the life of the believer, then 
the birth of Chriséhas its true meaning. It was indeed a 
holy night when*’the,Babe was born in Bethlehem of Ju- 
dea. A new age ha@its birth with this infant. Thank God 


for the Christ of Christmas. 
Be 
HOW WILL YOU CELEBRATE 
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST? 
(Continued from page 14) 


wonder; Simeon and Anna in reverence and piety; the 
Magi with extravagant gifts and worldly wisdom. How- 
ever we choose to celebrate Christmas, first and fore- 
most, worship must be included. Whatever be the tradi- 
tion, ‘whatever be the customs, whatever be the activity, 
let us be sure that they are focused on Christ. Let us 
purpose that this Christmas will be Christ-centered. 

Come let us worship Him—in wonder, in reverence, in 
piety; laying at his feet our knowledge, our talents, our 
very lives. Come let us adore him! Come let us celebrate 


the birth of Christ! 
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Chote imas 
Bells 


By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Till ringing, singing on its way, 


The world revolved from night to day,— 





ad rolled along A voice, a chime, 





The unbroken song, A chant sublime, 

Of “Peace on earth, good will to men!” Of ‘Peace on earth, good will to men!” 
And in despair I bowed my head; Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
| “There is no peace on earth,” I said, “God is not dead; nor doth he sleep! 
| For hate is strong The wrong shall fail, 

And mocks the song The right prevail, 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!” With peace on earth, good will to men!” 





| § “And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men,” Luke 2:13, 14. 
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Silent Night! 
Sboly Night! 


Silent night! holy night! 





All is calm, all is bright; ila 


Round yon virgin mother and Child, 
Holy Infant so tender and mild; 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 


Sleep in heavenly peace. 


Silent night! holy night! 
Darkness flies, all is light; 
Shepherds hear the angels sing: 
Alleluia! hail the King! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 


Christ the Saviour is born.” 


Silent night! holy night! 
Guiding Star, lend thy light! 

See the eastern wise men bring 
Gifts and homage to our King! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 


Christ the Saviour is born. 


Silent night! holy night! 
Wondrous Star, lend thy light! 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King! 

Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born. 


Joseph Mobr. 





